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The Republic of Panama, on the other hand, has no great metropolis suet
as Mexico City on its high plateau, and no such industrial cities as Puebk
near Mexico City and Monterey in the north. Its fame is derived larger)
from the work done there by other countries.
Iran or Persia (number 11) possesses famous and beautiful cities such
as Isfahan and Teheran. Much of the country, however, is a desert
studded with oases where the people live in mud houses and are on the
verge of want much of the time. Not even the most progressive and pros-
perous parts in the northwest claim standards of living so high as those
in most of Ireland. In the next comparison (pair 12) it is hard to choose
between Bolivia and Costa Rica. Each has its main center on a tropical
plateau, but includes a considerable amount of lowland rainforest. The
Bolivian plateau is much the more elevated of the two. For this reason,
and also because it has no seacoast and lies south of the equator, Bolivia
is the more isolated. Nevertheless, it has considerable mineral wealth
which brings it into contact with foreigners. Much of its population con-
sists of Indians who still live in about the same way as they did before
the days of Columbus. Costa Rica, on the other hand, is more nearly a
white man's country than is any Latin American country except the
three in the far south. A coastal fringe of Negroes does not alter the fact
that for a tropical country it ranks quite high in culture and in the gen-
eral comfort of its people. Banana plantations along the coast help in
this respect.
Manchukuo (number 13) is so new a country that we cannot yet tell
just how it will rank when it has settled down into maturity. "Its 30
million or more Chinese are the result of an enormous immigration within
the present century. They appear to be at least as enterprising as the
average people in the north of China. Its few hundred thousand Japanese
are largely merchants, officials, and soldiers, and are decidedly competent.
Thus there can be no question that Manchukuo stands far ahead of the
typically tropical people of the Dominican Republic. Peru and Bhutan
(pair 14) are mountainous countries in low latitudes. Bhutan, however,
is so hidden away in the lower Himalayas and has so small a population
(scarcely more than one thirtieth that of Belgium, which is only two
thirds as large) that few people know anything about it. It has no great
city such as Lima, and no copper mines or sugar plantations such as those
which attract foreigners to Peru. Nevertheless, the few travelers who have
been there give the impression that if the Bhutanese were as numerous
as the Peruvians they might not fall behind them in either progress or
political influence.
A comparison between the Union of South Africa and Denmark (pair
15) emphasizes one of the chief contrasts between large countries and

